Grand Island Coalition for End of Life Care

Minutes 

September 17, 2002

Forty-four attendees representing thirty agencies participated in today’s meeting.  A complete participant list will be sent to Coalition Partners with the minutes.
Joan Lau, Vice President for Patient Services at Saint Francis Medical Center gave the welcome.  
Jennifer Eurek, Saint Francis Medical Center Hospice Manager and Chairperson for the Saint Francis Medical Center Palliative Care Committee, gave an overview of “Why are we here?”  A year ago, Saint Francis Medical Center formed a committee to look at end of life care.  This committee has brainstormed Saint Francis Medical Center strengths and weaknesses, completed a survey of all Saint Francis Medical Center staff regarding end of life care, held focus groups with area facilities and clergy, and participated in many educational programs.  During our first meeting, this committee discussed the importance of involving the community to ensure any changes made at Saint Francis Medical Center benefited the whole community.  We see developing a community coalition as a parallel process to our internal committee.  The community coalition can look at the needs of the whole community and the Saint Francis Medical Center committee can take the initiative of working on issues relating to health care needs at Saint Francis Medical Center.  This brings us to today, in which, we asked each of you to be a partner in this coalition to help define what we can do as a community to improve the quality of end of life care.

All the participants introduce themselves to the group.  During registration participants were divided into seven groups.  At this time we had each of the groups read a scenario and determine the strength, weakness, opportunity and barriers related to that end of life situation.  After the groups had time to discuss their scenarios we had each group report to the larger group their findings.  These were recorded.  See attached summaries. 

All participants were asked to complete a survey about their involvement in the coalition and date/time preference for future meetings.  Jennifer stated at the next meeting we will further discuss high priority issues participants would like to see this coalition address.


The next meeting will be determined by responses to survey questions. 

Respectively submitted,

Jennifer Eurek

