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Minutes

Grand Island Coalition for End of Life Care

Oct. 22, 2002
Present: Adrienne Redwine, Bill Brennan, Bill Holloway, Carol Woodward, Cathy Brockmeier, Chris Stelk, Clare Schmidt, Cris McElroy, Deone Anderson, Diana Wing, Jennifer Eurek, Julie Bluschke, Kim Charron, Kim Rowan, Marj Jones, Mary Ann Kalinay, Matt Romcheck, Kellie Evers, Nancy Kaup, Pat Enck, Pat Knust, Sherre Gleason, Trish Curran, Lynn Larson

Excused: Gwen Decker, Sr. Leona Augustyn
Meeting Time/Date

The group agreed to meet monthly on the third Tuesday at noon. In November, we will meet at the Grand Generation Center. If anyone has facilities that would accommodate a meeting, please contact Jennifer Eurek

Coalition Name

The group was asked to think about what they would like to be called. For the time being, we will call ourselves the Grand Island Coalition for End of Life Care. Anyone with other suggestions, please bring them to the meeting. 

Rallying Points Program

Jennifer Eurek reported on her attendance at the Rallying Points conference. This program is sponsored by Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and helps communities start local coalitions for end-of-life care. Our Coalition is eligible for three speaker or program grants: the first pays for 100% of the program costs; the second for 66%; and the third for 37%. The speaker list was passed around to give an idea of the wide range of topics available. 

There are two other coalitions in Nebraska (Beatrice and statewide). Jennifer said it was suggested that the three coalitions invite each other to their programs so that everyone can benefit. At this time, the statewide coalition plans to use their first program certificate for research. There may be an opportunity to participate in this and get statistical information for Grand Island. This will be useful for all of us in future grant applications.  

On November 12, Last Acts will release a report on end of life care in America, which includes individual state report cards on end of life issues. 

CHI Grant

Catholic Health Initiatives, the sponsoring organization of Saint Francis Medical Center has a project grant available for end-of-life care. Saint Francis is planning to apply and hopes to use at least part of the funds for the community coalition. 

Upcoming Conferences
Alan Wolfelt, Ph.D. will be presenting in North Platte on November 13. Registrations were due Nov. 1. 

PBS video on caregivers has been preempted twice for NU volleyball. Jennifer has the companion book if anyone would like to borrow it. 

Determining Issues on which to Focus

Continuing from the exercise conducted at the kick off meeting, the group discussed issues needing to be addressed and tried to group them into categories. At the next meeting, the group hopes to decide priorities and how to address them. We could have a very narrow focus to start, or divide into subcommittees and work on several issues at once.  

Some of the ideas:

Mental health needs for the Elderly: It was mentioned that Linda Barry goes to the area nursing homes.

Holding a grief support group at Grand Generation Center

Education programs for the Elderly on Advanced Directives. Several churches offer programs like this, however the needs of people who are not churched need to be addressed. 

Programs to encourage people to have important documents available and to have plans made. Parish Nurses are testing “Medical Notebook” which included necessary information and is kept on the refrigerator. Other communities have used “Blue Tubes” or “Vials of Life” in the refrigerator which hold information. A program like this would be beneficial for police and EMT’s as well as families. 

Need for depression screenings and depression support group. More help for people as they move through a natural grief process as people lose their independence, as well as loved ones.

The group categorized issues as follows:

Education


For professionals


Reference guide on services available


Pre-planning for funerals


Advanced Directives


Hospice


Need for pre-planning packet – next of kin, funeral arrangements

Depression

Respite network/services

Counseling/Grief Services


Children/adolescents


Mental health services for the elderly


Grief groups in nursing homes

Caregiver Support

Next meeting


Tuesday, November 19 at noon. Grand Generation Center. Feel free to bring a lunch. 

