Grand Island End of Life Care Coalition
Meeting Minutes

March 18, 2003

Present:  Deone Anderson, Gwen Decker, Jennifer Eurek, Cathy Fosselman, Sheere      Gleason, Captain Bill Holloway, Mark Iverson, Susan Johnson-Meade, Marjorie Jones,

Nancy Kaup, Lynn Larson, Clare Schmidt, Chris Stelk, Lois Stienike, and Diana Wing

Excused:  Julie Bluschke, Bill Brennan, Cathy Brockmeier, Cris McElroy and Kim Rowan

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Agency Presentation – Lois Stienike from Senior Citizens Industries gave the presentation.  Lois states their services are focused on seniors wanting to remain at home.  The Center provides: a support system, sociability (interaction), education, motivation, and promotes having people feel important.  Meals on Wheels was the focus program, Lois states the Center has five routes and serves between 180-200 meals per day.  Not only does this program provide a meal but also a person that checks on individuals daily and can notice if anything seems amiss. 
3. Other Business – 

TRIAD Meeting Update – Jennifer reports she attended the last meeting to ask if TRIAD would partner with us and allow us to use their orange cards in our Vial of Life Campaign.  TRIAD unanimously voted to approve this measure.

State-wide End of Life Survey – Jennifer reports the Nebraska Hospice and Palliative Care Association has applied for their funding and are awaiting approval.  As soon as the funding is approved, Jennifer will chair a state-wide task force to develop the survey.  Jennifer has asked the coalition members if man power is needed she may ask agencies to help locate volunteers to stuff envelopes, etc. 

April 15th meeting site – Lynn Larson offered to have the meeting at Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church

Agency Presentation – the group discussed HIPAA regulations starting in April but not everyone understanding all the implications.  The group decided to request a presentation from Saint Francis Medical Center Education Department on HIPAA for the April meeting. Jennifer will check on this.  Cathy Fosselman agreed to do a presentation if we are unable to schedule someone to talk on HIPAA.
Rallying Points Community Coalition Awards of Excellence – Jennifer reports received an application for our coalition to apply for this award.  In reading the criteria, Jennifer states she feels our coalition meets that criteria and has asked Bill Brennan to assist her in completing the application.  Five awards will be given nationally, with each of the five coalitions receiving $15,000.
ELNEC Modules - three nurses from Saint Francis Medical Center Home Care Services attended an ELNEC training to become presenters of end of life care topics.  Jennifer will bring a list of the topics to the next meeting as these presentations are available to the community.  

4. Committee Meetings – Jennifer asked the group to assist with planning the event at Wellness Works/Por Su Salud.  The date is May 1, 2003 from 2-7 p.m.  We are planning a physician presentation from 7-8 pm. The group discussed names for the event to encourage people to attend.  Jennifer had researched some names other coalitions had used. The group decided they liked the name “Respect My Wishes”.  We will plan to have about six tables of information, a place for people to complete an Advanced Directive if they wish, and videos for people to watch.  Jennifer will be contacting the different agencies to see what informational handouts are available and if people would be willing to volunteer to sit at a table.  It was suggested a flyer be developed to advertise the event.  Jennifer will work on this after it is determined what topics will be covered at the informational tables.  The group brainstormed topics – will now need to determine what information is available.
Respectfully submitted.

Jennifer Eurek

