Grand Island Coalition for End of Life Care
January 21, 2003 Meeting

Minutes

Present:  Colleen Opfer, Deone Anderson, Julie Bluschke, Bill Brennan, Julie Bringelson, Cathy Brockmeier, Kim Charron, Trish Curran, Gwen Decker, Patricia Enck, Jennifer Eurek, William Holloway, Susan Johnson-Meade, Mary Ann Kalinay, Nancy Kaup, Pat Knust, Lynn Larson, Cris McElroy, Adrienne Redwine, Chris Stelk, Carol Woodward.

Excused: Sr Leona Augustyn and Diana Wing

1.  Welcome/Introductions - Everyone introduced themselves and Jennifer thanked everyone for attending in the cold and snow.

2.  Agency Presentation - Lynn Larson, parish nurse for St Paul’s Lutheran Church did a    presentation on the services they provide for end of life care. They include:

1. Health Care Volunteers – a volunteer group was set up on a one hour, one time visit to sit with spouse of a loved one dying or to sit with someone who is ill while spouse or family member can do errands.

2. Support Caregivers Group – where parishioners can come for support in caring for their loved ones,

3. Our Associate Pastor is a Tabitha Hospice Chaplain and also has the Tabitha Memorial Service here.

4. Stephen Ministries – a volunteer group with extensive training in caring skills, who listens, encourages, keeps confidence, prays, supports, and walks beside a hurting person.

5. Share and Care group – volunteer group that will call on parishioners returning from hospital with flowers, cards, visits, telephone calls.

6. Parish Nurse with Hospice philosophy.  Worked with Saint Francis Hospice for nine years and remains a pool nurse in Hospice.

3.  End of Life Care Strategic Plan – Jennifer passed out a handout with a timeline for the strategic plan activities.  This will help us prioritize as we break into committees and begin working on tasks.

4.  Collaboration Letters – please send your letter to Jennifer or Bill as soon as possible. 

Saint Francis Medical Center, PO Box 9804, Grand Island NE 68802-9804.  If you would like another copy of the sample letter please call Jennifer at 398-5485.  These letters are very important for the grant application.

5.  Committee Sign Up – Jennifer passed around the sheet for everyone to sign up for a committee.  Please plan to be involved with at least one committee.  Also Jennifer passed around a sheet for people to list their e-mail address as another means to communicate with coalition members.

6.  Grand Update – Jennifer reports the grant process is progressing nicely.  Bill, Cathy and Jennifer are currently working on the budget portion of the grant. The grant is due March 1, 2003

7.  Resource Guide – Cathy reports she is beginning to work on the resource guide, utilizing sources from the YWCA Helpline and the Human Services Coalition brochure.  Cathy is doing this resource guide with funds from another grant she is helping on.  Cathy states will use this grant money for the initial time and then can use the CHI grant monies we are applying for future updates and the yearly brochure.  Cathy handed out a listing of all the organizations listed in the Helpline book and would appreciate everyone looking that list over and letting her know if you see any agencies missing.

8. Survey for Awareness of End of Life Resources – Cathy asked each individual at the meeting to complete this survey for baseline data.  In writing the grant we need to have baseline data to compare ourselves at the end of the grant period.  
9.  CHI Conference Overview – Jennifer, Cris, Pat Knust, and Karen Reese just returned from a Catholic Health Initiatives Educational Program on End of Life.  CHI is the parent company of Saint Francis Medical Center.  This conference focused solely on end of life and had many great speakers and topics.  

10.  Meeting Schedule for 2003 – discussed if wanted to have meetings every month or every other and when the committees wanted to meet.  It was decided to try meeting monthly with about 45 minutes for individual committees and 15 minutes for coalition business.  We will do this for three months and then decide how it is working.
11.  Other Business – hosting agency for February – Pat Enck at Grand Island Clinic will check and see if their board room is available otherwise will meet again at St Paul’s Lutheran Church.  Agency Presentation will be given by Area Agency on Aging.

Respectfully Submitted

Jennifer Eurek
