Grand Island Coalition for End of Life Care

February 18, 2003 Meeting

Minutes

Present:  Colleen Opfer, Deone Anderson, Julie Bluschke, Bill Brennan, Cathy Brockmeier, Gwen Decker, Patricia Enck, Jennifer Eurek, Cathy Fosselman, Sheere Gleason, Susan Johnson-Meade, Marjorie Jones, Mary Ann Kalinay, Clare Schmidt, Diana Wing, Carol Woodward.

Excused: Sr Leona Augustyn, Pat Knust, Lynn Larson, Cris McElroy, Adrienne Redwine, Matt Romchek

1.  Welcome/Introductions 

2.  Agency Presentation – Gwen Decker and Susan Johnson-Meade from Midland Area Agency on Aging gave the agency presentation.  Gwen handed out a sheet with the following information.  Care Management – Provides individuals and their family caregivers with guidance and support for the decisions in long term care. The Care Manager assigned will evaluate need, resources and family support to help decide what plan of care is best for the individual.  The Care Manager/Case Worker will also assist in organizing and overseeing the home care plan, or will assist in the selection and transition to a nursing or assisted living facility.  This service assists both publicly (Medicaid) and personally (private pay) funded care programs dependent upon individual need and eligibility.  In-Home Services – Services Coordinator helps to find care-givers to provide services such as: house-cleaning, maintenance, life-line, lawn care, snow removal, etc.  Assisted Living – Services Coordinator will help to arrange and monitor services in an Assisted Living setting.  Assistive Technology – Services Coordinator assists in finding help to remodel current housing to make it accessible for client, i.e. building a ramp, making a bathroom wheel chair accessible, modifications that help the person remain in their home, etc) Senior Care Options – Provides older Nebraskans with a decision on their eligibility for Long Term Care services through the Medicaid program.  An evaluation of need will authorize nursing facility or home care options dependent upon individual need and choice.  This service is provided in partnership with the Nebraska Health and Human Services.
Death & Dying – Services Coordinators will refer to local Hospice Organizations.
3.  Grant Update – Bill reports the grant process is finishing up.  Plan to have the grant in the mail by Monday, February 24, 2003.  We will hear if the grant has been accepted by end of May with funding awarded July 1st.  The grant proposal requests $134,856 over three years from CHI with the project total being $296,486.
4.  Other Business – Next meeting will be March 18, 2003 and will be held at the Saint Francis Medical Center Memorial Health Center, Conference Room C.  The agency presentation will be given by Lois Stienike about Senior Industries.  Jennifer is on the agenda for the next TRIAD meeting, March 8th to discuss with them about using their “orange card” as part of our “Vial of Life” kits.  Jennifer is chairing a committee for the Nebraska Hospice and Palliative Care Association and the Nebraska Coalition for Compassionate Care to complete a state-wide survey of end-of-life care needs and issues.  We will use the survey data for our baseline for improvement.  You will all be receiving a brochure regarding the Annual Hospice Foundation Teleconference that will be held on April 30, 2003 from 12:30-3:30 at Central Community College. The topic this year is “Coping with Public Tragedy”.
5. Committee Meetings – The group then split into two committees, Resource Guide and Special Events.  The Resource Guide Committee discussed different ways to organize the guide.  The Special Events Committee discussed different formats for the conference on advanced care giving.  It was decided to go with a one day format that would give us, as professionals, the tools needed to present this topic to the community.  Jennifer will continue to research the best model for this through Rallying Points.  The group also discussed the annual End of Life Fair.  It was decided to hold this fair the last week of April or first week of May at Wellness Works.  Group felt we should hold the fair from 2-7 then we would catch people who don’t like to go out in the evening and also people who worked until 5:00.  Jennifer will contact Wellness Works to confirm a date and time.  The group felt a good format for the fair would be to have a video presentation going on continually throughout the day and then have tables set up with different information related to end of life care.  Jennifer will send a letter with the next agenda asking members for input on what their agency would have available to provide for the fair (i.e., brochures, topic ideas, etc)  The committee will then be able to decide what we want to have at the fair.
Respectfully Submitted

Jennifer Eurek
