Grand Island Coalition for End of Life

Minutes
December 17, 2002
YWCA

Present:  Sherre Gleason, Mary Ann Kalinay, Deone Anderson, Lynn Larson, Colleen Opfer, Curtis Klein, Matt Romchek, Diana Wing, Bill Brennan, Patricia Enck, Clare Schmidt, Bill Holloway, Pat Knust, Marilyn Fischer, and Jennifer Eurek
Excused:  Pastor Julie Bringelson, Chris Stelk, Nancy Kaup, Cris McElroy, Marjorie Jones, Cathy Brockmeier

1. Introductions were done.
2. Agency Presentation – Jennifer explained that each month we will begin the meeting with an agency giving a brief overview of their agency as it pertains to end of life issues.  Sherre Gleason did a presentation on the YWCA.  Sherre states the Caregiver Support Group began meeting in March of 2001.  The group meets each month on the third Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. in the YWCA conference room.  The group usually rotates and one month they have a speaker and then one month just have discussion.  The group last at least an hour but usually runs longer.  The group consists of persons who are currently caregivers, have a loved one in a nursing facility and even has one person whose loved one has died but continues to attend the group.  Sheere states the group is always open to new members so if you are working with someone who could benefit just have the come to the group (as stated above) or have them call the YWCA at 384-8170.
3. Presentation of the draft of the Strategic Plan – Jennifer reviewed the strategic plan completed after the Coalitions last meeting and then a meeting with the Saint Francis Medical Center Palliative Care team.  The strategic plan incorporates both group’s objectives and ideas.  We have a combined strategic plan to better incorporate both groups’ objectives for the grant we are applying for from Catholic Health Initiatives (CHI).  See handout.  Coalition discussed items listed and reviewed a timeline of the projects.  Contact Jennifer if you have any comments about the strategic plan.  We need to have the objectives pretty close to finalized by the next meeting as the grant is due by March 1st and still need to do the budget. 
4. Committee Sign up – Jennifer passed out a listing of committees to look at and decide which committee you would like to serve on. See handout. Will send around the sheet at the next meeting for people to sign up.  Also asked group to think about how they wanted to plan meetings. If we have committee meetings do we still want to meet as a large group every month or go to every other month. Also consider if you would be a chairperson for a committee.
5. Grants/Rallying Points Certificate Program – discussed grant with strategic plan. Jennifer has done some research on different Rallying Points program available. One program that has received recommendations is called “Respecting Choices”. The program deals with training people to talk with the public about advanced care planning.  Jennifer states thought this would be a good fit with our objectives of wanting to do public presentations on Advanced Directives and also the Vial of Life.

6. Collaboration Letters – Bill Brennan, Saint Francis Medical Center grant writer shared a request for each agency to submit a letter of collaboration to be submitted with the grant proposal.  Since the grant is mainly focused on community objectives it is very important to show the collaboration we have in the Coalition to complete our goals.  Bill handed out a sample letter and suggestions on completing the letter. See handout.
7. Other Business – 

a. Jennifer shared with the group an example of a “Vial of Life” she received from a community who provides them free to the public.  In doing research, Jennifer has found each community does things a bit differently (type of vial, stickers vs. magnets, etc) so basically we could develop our own plan and just have it be consistent in Grand Island.

b. Lynn Larson volunteered to have the next meeting at St Paul’s Lutheran Church.

c. Lynn Larson also volunteered to do the agency presentation

d. Reminder of the Last Acts teleconference tomorrow if anyone would like to join Jennifer in listening there is still space available.

Next meeting:  January 21, 2003


   St Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1515 S Harrison



    Noon – 1 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jennifer Eurek
